PREFACE TO VOL. XXVII

Following is a synopsis of the documents contained
in the present volume.

LIII. Part 1. of this Relation, written by the
superior, Vimont, was given in Vols. XXV. and
XXVI.; Part II., sent to Vimont from the Huron
country by Jerome Lalemant, was commenced in
Vol. XXVI., and is here concluded.

Continuing his survey of the Huron missions for
1642 —43, Lalemant states that lack of workers has
prevented the Jesuits from carrying on their labors,
begun two years before, among the Neutral Nation;
some of the Christian Hurons, however, have preached
among them, meeting with considerable success. At
the end of the winter, one hundred of this tribe visit
the Jesuits in the Huron country, and are so pleased
with what they see and hear that they promise the
Fathers a favorable reception by their people.

A sanguinary attack by this tribe upon the Mas-
coutens, last summer, is described. The latter con-
stitute a nation more populous than the Neutrals,
Hurons, and Iroquois, all together; they speak an
Algonkin dialect, and offer a vast field for missionary
labor.

The station of St. Jean Baptiste is still in charge
of Daniel. A notable increase in the number of
conversions is reported; and several instances of



